x                        Introduction

these meetings Ijiey fix the' annual budget, pass the
accounts, levy new taxes, and elect the Executive
Council and other local officials.

Any member of the Assembly may offer motions or
amendments at the meeting, but usually these are
brought forward by the Executive, or referred to that
body before being finally voted on.

The Executive, which is generally known as the
Communal Council, consists of a body of three or
four members, one of whom is chosen as president or
mayor. Their function is to carry on the current-
business of the commune.

In the towns of Berne and Zurich it has become
impossible for the people to assemble together in
a mass meeting, owing to the growth of popula-
tion, and we therefore get the councils elected by
the people. In Berne since 1887 there is a Com-
munal Council of nine members, and a Municipal
Council, which supervises the Communal Council.
The inhabitants of the commune elect these councils
annually, but they do not surrender their powers
to them. A communal voting by ballot takes place
once a year at least, in which the people decide
on all important questions, the town being divided
into several districts for the purpose of voting.1 In

called the Biirgergemeinde. The difference betweon this, assembly
and the Communal Assembly is very slight in practice. When the
question of communal lands comes up, the later settlers or "in-
habitants " abstain from voting.

1 At .these communal votings the citizens assent to the annual
budget, fix the local rates, and decide questions as to the purchase
or sale of property the value of which is more than 100,000. francs.
On June 28, 1896, the people of Berne rejected a proposal to elect
the Communal Council by proportional representation, they rejected